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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubHcation in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Huddleston et al. US 
5,099,348 (Huddleston). 

Regarding claim 1, 6, 10, 12, 14, and 17 Huddleston disclosed 

A method of communicating between a host optical system controller (Figure 3) and an 
optical sub-controller, the method comprising: sending an initial command message from 
said host to said sub-controller, said command message including a first command identifier 
indicating a command from said host to said sub-controller (e.g.. Figure 6); receiving said 
first command message at said sub-controller; consulting a command database at said sub- 
controller to interpret said first command message, said database containing multiple possible 
valid command identifiers, (e.g.. Figure 7); each command identifier having a corresponding 
interpretation and action in said database based on a specific type of optical device connected 
to said sub-controller; at said sub-controller, implementing an action corresponding to said 
first command message based on said corresponding interpretation of said command 
identifier and formulating a proper response to said command identifier based on a result of 
said corresponding action; and sending a response message from said sub-controller to said 
host, said response message indicating a success or failure of said corresponding action, 
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wherein said sub-controller ignores subsequent command messages received prior to sending 
a response message responsive to the first command message (e.g., col./line: 21/60-67, 22/1- 
20). 

Regarding claim 2 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein each response message includes at least one optical parameter to be set by said 
optical sub-controller, (e.g., col./line: 20/10-15). 

Regarding claim 3 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said first command message includes at least one optical parameter to be set by said 
optical sub-controller, (e.g., col./line: 8/20-30). 

Regarding claim 4 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said first command message further includes at least one magnitude to which said at 
least one optical parameter is to be set. (e.g., col./line: 4/15-35). 

Regarding claim 5 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said first command message further includes addressing data indicating a portion of 
an optical subsystem controlled by said optical sub-controller to which the command is to be 
applied, (e.g., coL/line: 6/5-10). 
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Regarding claim 7 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein entries in said database are used by said sub-controller to interpret said command 
identifier received from said host, (e.g., col/line: 20/15-25). 

Regarding claim 8 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said database further contains multiple valid responses to be sent from said sub- 
controller to said host in response to said command identifiers, (e.g., col./Une: 21/60-67, 
22/1-20). 

Regarding claim 9 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein each command identifier defines a format of data following said identifier in a 
message or response sent between said host and said sub-controller, (e.g., col/line: 9/15-25). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said command identifier is referenced in a database located at said optical sub- 
controller, said database including multiple possible valid command identifiers, an 
interpretation of said command identifier being dependent on said command identifier's entry 
in said database, (e.g., col./line: 7/9-15). 

Regarding claim 13 and 18 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein said command identifier is referenced in a database located at said optical sub- 
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controller, said database including all possible valid command identifiers, (e.g., col./line: 
21/60-67, 22/1-20). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein step c) is accomplished by extracting a command identifier and addressing data from 
said command message, (e.g., col/line: 13/23-45). 

Regarding claims 19-21 Huddleston disclosed 

wherein at least one command identifier in said set sets an alarm threshold for said at least 
one reconfigurable optical device, said alarm threshold determining when said at least one 
reconfigurable optical device exceeds acceptable operating limits, (e.g., col./line 1 1/45-60). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David C. Payne whose telephone number is (703) 306-0004. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7a-4p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (703) 305-4729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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